
FAFSA for the 
Class of 2019
Getting Started



What is the FAFSA?
FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid. Most students planning to attend 
college (whether a 2 or 4 year or technical 
institution) should complete the FAFSA. In order to 
receive the maximum amount of financial aid, it is 
recommended that at least a draft (estimated) 
FAFSA be submitted by February 1.



What do you need to begin?
To start the FAFSA you will need your social 
security number and basic information. To complete 
the FAFSA you will need your parents’ and your tax 
information from the prior-prior year before you 
attend college (i.e. if you plan to attend college in 
2019-2020 you will need your taxes from 2017). If 
you are a DACA student, see Mrs. Neighbors 
before you begin.



You may opt to use the new mobile 
app for IOS and Android phones.



Or you may go to
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

Make sure you are on the correct website. 
If you go to the wrong website, they will 
charge you for filling out your FAFSA. 
Never pay for this. It is a free service so 
make sure you are on the correct website.



Click on “Start Here”



Click “I am the student”



You will need to get an ID
You will need to 
Create an FSA ID as a 
safety measure for 
your identity. This will 
be your electronic 
what you need to sign 
your FAFSA when it is 
complete.



Create your FSA ID
Use a personal email 
(NOT msdr9 email) 
and create your 
password. Write this 
down somewhere 
safe where you can 
always find it.



Answer the questions
Answer the questions and finalize your FSA ID. Be 
sure to record your information and ID in a safe place for 
future years.



How to start:
Once you have your FSA ID go back to the main website 
then click on “Start Here” & “I am the Student” again.



Now use your FSA ID to sign into 
the FAFSA:



Read the Disclaimer:



Select “START 2019-2020 FAFSA”:



Create your “Save Key”:

The Save Key 
allows you to 
save your 
FAFSA and 
make changes 
before and after 
you submit your 
FAFSA. It is an 
extra security 
step within the 
FAFSA.



Read through the Information:

Read 
through each 
of the 
questions 
and their 
answers to 
best prepare 
yourself.  



Answer each question
When “student information” is at the top, the student should 
answer the questions. When “parent” is at the top, the parent 
answers. 



Complete Your FAFSA
Get as far as you can with the information you 
know today. You can save what you have 
completed and then finish the FAFSA at 
another time. Be sure to keep your FSA ID 
information in a secure place. Let your parents 
or guardians know that they will have to fill out 
their sections as well as get their own FSA IDs.



Pay Attention to Deadlines
The state of Missouri has an February 1 prior 
consideration deadline in order to receive available 
grant money. States and colleges require the 
FAFSA be completed by different deadlines so it is 
important to research the various deadlines. Be 
sure to complete the FAFSA as early as possible to 
ensure you receive the maximum benefits. 


